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A Comparison on the relationship between human and
the heaven by Wang Zhong's Lunheng and
Wang Fu's Qianfulun

LEE Wing-tat
Ph. D. Candidate, Tsinghua University, Beijing
E-mail:wtleechin@gmail.com

Abstract
Wang Zhong and Wang Fu both are remarkable thinkers and scholars of Han dynasty. As their
family background and academic perspectives seems so similar , researchers often tend to
focus on the similarities they shared on thought, and rather neglect the dissimilarities
between the two. However, one should note that no matter how similar Wang Zhong and
Wang Fu's scholarship are, due to their differentiated personal character and historical
background, they are very likely to develop thoughts and scholarship of his own. Thus,
researchers should pay attention not only to the similar thoughts they shared, but also the

differences they have shown in their works.

In view of the above, this paper try to give a comparison between Wang Zhong's and Wang
Fu's view towards the relationship between human and the heaven("X", which literary
named as "Tian" in Chinese). It is said that in Chapter XXVII("Guxiang") of Qianfulun, Wang
Fu have shown his succession to Wang Zhong's viewponts towards the "Guxiang"("E1H")
custom. This paper would attempt to clarify the above statement, and by comparing the
point of views between the two Wangs, it shows that Wang Fu's thought on the relationship
between human and the heaven are very different from that of Wang Zhong's, which may

means that there are no successions on thoughts between the two Wangs.

Keywords: Wang Zhong; Wang Fu; Relationship between human and heaven; Theory of

human nature and fate; Chapter X| of Lunheng; Chapter XXVII of Qianfulun
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